
ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO INDIA (41st UPR Session)

LIECHTENSTEIN

● What steps has India taken to ratify the Rome Statute in its 2010 version?
● What steps has India taken to join the Code of Conduct regarding Security Council

action against genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes, as elaborated by the
Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group (ACT)?

● What steps has India taken to ratify the UN Convention against Torture and its
Optional Protocol?

● What steps has India taken towards the full and legal abolition of the death penalty?
● What steps has India taken to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the

Rights of the Child on a communications procedure?
● What steps has India taken to implement Liechtenstein’s recommendations from the

previous cycle of the UPR that have been accepted by India, notably
recommendations 161.119, 161.213, 161.233 and 161.234?

GERMANY

● Does the Indian government consider to revise the Armed Forces (Special Powers
Act) with a view to bringing it into compliance with obligations under the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and fighting impunity?

● Will the Indian government consider reintroducing the Communal and Targeted
Violence Bill of 2011?

● What next steps towards the ratification of the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading Treatment is the Government of India planning? How
will it ensure domestic legislation defines torture in line with international standards?

● How will the Indian government react on criticism on anti-conversion laws and
undertake steps to review related laws to strengthen the right to freedom of religion?

● What will the Indian government do to strengthen the implementation of existing
legislation on child labour?

● We welcome the Indian government’s engagement for the non-discriminatory delivery
of public goods and services, including housing. How is the Indian government going
to ensure that forced evictions are conducted in line with the UN Guiding Principles
and Guidelines on Development-based Displacement and Evictions?

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND



● What steps is the Government of India taking to protect the rights and interests of
minorities as enshrined in Articles 29 and 30 of India’s constituition?

● What steps is the Government of India taking in addressing inequalities in the
criminal justice system and reducing the scope for the Death penalty?

● What steps is the Government of India taking to expedite the ratification of the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment and its Optional Protocol, and adopt robust domestic legislation to this
effect?

● What measures are the Government of India taking to raise awareness of childrens
rights, in particular, in the online space?

● What measures are the Government of India taking to protect journalists and the
media from undue interference and harassment?

BELGIUM

● Is the government of India considering ratifying the Convention against Torture, the
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the
Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
aiming at the abolition of the death penalty? Will the government of India respond
positively on outstanding requests from UN special procedures, including those from
the Working Groups on discrimination against women and girls, the special rapporteur
on freedom of expression, the special rapporteur on minority issues and the Working
Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances?

● What measures will the government of India take to ensure that human rights
defenders, journalists and civil society organisations can exercise their rights to
freedom of expression and peaceful assembly, free from threats, harassment,
intimidation and attacks?

● What additional measures will the government of India take to ensure the effective
implementation of laws that combat sexual and gender-based violence, including
caste-based violence? Will those measures entail allocating sufficient resources to
prevention and redress? Will the government make training on women’s rights and
gender mandatory for law enforcement personnel, medical staff and judicial officials?

● Will the government of India review and repeal anti-minority laws such as the
Citizenship Amendment Act and anti-conversion laws which target religious
minorities, and introduce measures and legislation to prevent and respond to
communal and targeted religious violence?

● What measures will the government of India take to eliminate all forms of
discrimination against Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes from all religions?
How does the government of India ensure the effective enforcement of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, including in rural areas?



SLOVENIA

● What measures have been put in place to combat ageism and eliminate age-based
discrimination in all its forms and to protect the human rights of older persons (in line
with the resolution A/HRC/RES/48/3)?

● We welcome India's efforts to guarantee free and compulsory education of all children
and that India's education policy emphasises the completion of secondary education
by all children, guaranteeing equal access to quality and affordable technical and
vocational education, while eliminating gender, caste, regional and income disparities
and to achieve universal access to quality higher education. In this backdrop, could
you please share with us, which curriculum and pedagogy changes have been adopted
to ensure more flexible, inclusive and focused on contemporary skills and rights
education?

CANADA

● With respect to the India’s stated commitment to ratify the UN Convention against
Torture and other Cruel and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment and Punishment
(UNCAT), does India have a timeframe to become a party to this Treaty?

SPAIN

● What procedure has the Government of India put in place to promote the
harmonization of national disability legislation with respect to the provisions of the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), in particular the
National Trust Act and the Rehabilitation Council of India Act?

● What measures does the Government plan to adopt in order to guarantee the right to
equal pay for all women?

● As many NGOs find it difficult to operate in India given the restrictions imposed by
the application of the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA), what are the
plans of the government of India to ensure that human rights organizations can
operate in India?

PORTUGAL on behalf of the Group of Friends of NMIRFs

● Could the State-under-review describe its national mechanism or process responsible
for coordinating the implementation of accepted UPR recommendations and the
monitoring of progress and impact?

● Has the State-under-review established a dedicated ‘national mechanism for
implementation, reporting and follow-up’ (NMIRF) covering UPR recommendations,



but also recommendations/observations generated by the UN human rights Treaty
Bodies, the Special Procedures and relevant regional mechanisms, which, inter alia,
clusters all the above, manages them in national databases, coordinates
implementation actions across government, monitors progress and impact, and then
streamline reporting procedures back to the UN? If so, could the State-under-review
briefly share its experience on creating such mechanism, including challenges faced
and lessons learnt, as well as any plans or needs to strengthen the NMIRF in the
future?

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

● In the last UPR cycle, India supported the recommendation to ratify the Convention
Against Torture, Cruel, or Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(UNCAT) given by 31 countries, and the Indian Law Commission recommended the
Government consider the possibility of ratifying UNCAT. What steps have been
taken to ratify this convention?

● Several concerning trends in the press freedom space have been noted across the
country and online. Access Now found that India has the highest number of internet
shutdowns globally. Reporters Sans Frontiers ranked India 142 of 180 countries in its
2021 World Press Freedom Index. In a similar vein, the Committee to Protect
Journalists reported that India has the highest number of journalists killed in
retribution for their work. What steps are being considered by the government to
reverse these trends, including ensuring freedom of expression both online and
offline?

● Many civil society groups have assessed that the Foreign Contribution Regulation
Action (FCRA) inhibits civil society from conducting important work and is
sometimes utilized to constrain the activities of civil society. What steps does the
government plan to take to ensure that FCRA is implemented transparently in
cooperation with civil society?

● The protections of the constitutional rights of members of religious minority groups
have been challenged by discriminatory laws such as anti-conversion laws, marriage
restrictions, and cow slaughter laws. A law in one Indian state infringes on wearing
religious garb in educational institutions. In addition, we are concerned about acts
that intimidate religious and ethnic minority communities, such as hate speech and the
targeting of their homes and businesses. What steps are being taken by the
government to protect members of religious minority groups from discrimination?

● We note the Government of India’s rollback of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act
to promote accountability and justice. We continue to have concerns about section
197 of the Indian Code of Criminal Procedure, which does not fully address



accountability for security forces and prevents victims from accessing justice. How
does the government intend to proceed with further legal reforms and ensure Police
Complaints Authorities (PCA) in all states take disciplinary action against officers
found to be credibly complicit?

● We are concerned by the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act, National Security Act,
Public Safety Act, and sections (124A, 499, and 500) of the Indian Penal Code as they
have been applied to free speech advocates, activists, and faith leaders. What steps
are being taken by the government to ensure these acts comply with international
human rights obligations and commitments?

● How does the government intend to prevent, track, prosecute, and punish crimes of
sectarian violence, or threats of violence committed by officials, individuals, or
groups against members of religious or social minority groups?

● We urge the central and state governments to harmonize their mandates for, and
implementation of, protection and compensation programs for trafficking victims,
especially children, and ensure immediate access to care. This includes training
prosecutors and judges to increase the number of restitution orders for trafficking
victims and eliminating the condition of a trafficking conviction as a prerequisite for
bonded labor victim compensation. What action is the Government of India taking to
improve survivor access to restitution, and how are you ensuring trafficking victims
are aware of available compensation mechanisms?

PANAMA

● The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities recommended that India
take measures to ensure the implementation of inclusive education for students with
disabilities and redouble its efforts to reduce illiteracy among persons with
disabilities. We would appreciate if India could provide an update on the progress
made in the implementation of this recommendation.

● What specific measures are put in place for the protection and assistance of stateless
persons and those at greater risk of statelessness?

● What legislative and policy measures have been adopted to protect the human rights
of older persons?

● What steps have been taken to raise public awareness about the prohibition of
caste-based discrimination, especially in rural areas?


