
C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  A N D  C I V I C  S P A C E S

In 2020, Freedom House’s Freedom in the World report
downgraded India to "party free" and ranked India as one of the
‘Countries in the Spotlight’ for the “deterioration of basic
freedoms”. The V-Dem Institute has considered India an “electoral
autocracy” for several years in a row. The V-Dem Institute
considers India one of the "worst autocratizers in the last 10
years".
Between 2015 and 2018, there was a decline of 40 per cent in
funding to NGOs in India following amendments to the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA). Amnesty India was forced to
suspend its operations in India in 2020 after the government froze
the organization's bank accounts for alleged FCRA violations.
Human rights defenders and civil society are systematically
persecuted and evidence planted. For example, in July 2021, 84-
year-old Jesuit priest Father Stan Swamy died in custody while
imprisoned without trial under sedition laws and being denied
medical care.
In 2019, the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) was
amended to allow the executive power to designate individuals as
terrorists without due process.

I N T E R N E T  A N D  P R E S S  F R E E D O M

Between 2021 and 2022, India dropped 8 ranks in the
Reporters Without Borders Press Freedom Index, to rank
150th worst world-wide.  
The 2023 report by Access Now and the #KeepItOn coalition
documented India as the world leader of Internet shutdowns
for the fifth consecutive year. Data from the Software
Freedom Law Center shows that most of its shutdowns have
been preventive in nature. Takedown orders by the Indian
government increased by 11% between 2021 and 2022. The
552-day shutdown in Kashmir constitutes the longest internet
shutdown in a democratic country. 
Between 2010-2020, 154 journalists were arrested,
detained, interrogated, or harassed for their work. Over 40%
of incidents took place in 2020 itself. The government has
imposed travel bans on over 22 journalists, several of whom
have faced raids, threats, and detention. Independent media,
including the BBC, have faced raids or temporary suspension
after coverage critical of the government. 
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In January 2023, former senior Supreme Court judges warned
that oversight bodies had been “turned into extended arms
of the central government” and had been “ignoring the
Constitution of India”. 
Research by Article14 from 2022 notes that for 1.5 years,
there was no progress on six cases of national importance in
the Supreme Court, and 53 cases that required a wider review
by a constitution bench were kept pending.
Since July 2022, the ruling BJP does not have Muslim
representatives in either of the two houses of Parliament or
state assemblies.

The Early Warning Project in 2023 ranks India 8th highest-
risk of concern for mass atrocities against religious minorities
among 162 countries. 
Targeted violence on grounds of protected characteristics
disproportionately targets religious minorities. Of over
19014 verified victims of communal violence, physical
assaults, and lynching since 2017 (status: August 2022), the
majority (86.7%) are Muslims. Violence against Christians also
rose by 81% between 2020 and 2021. More than 2000
Christians were attacked and injured in the first nine months
of 2021.
Elected legislators and ministers engage in hate speech and
legitimation of violence against religious minorities. Examples
include BJP MP Pragya Thakur (2022) urging attendees of a
conference to “keep knives sharpened”, BJP Government
Minister of State for Finance Anurag Thakur (2020) calling to
"shoot the traitors of the country", which triggered communal
violence in which at least 53 people died, and India's BJP
Home Minister Amit Shah (2019) calling Rohingya refugees
"termites".
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E X C L U S I O N  F R O M  C I T I Z E N R Y

In the state of Assam, a process to identify "citizens" of India left
1.9 million persons de facto stateless. Home Minister Amit Shah
announced that a National Registry of Citizens (NRC) would be
conducted for the whole of India. 
In 2019, India enacted Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) to grant
citizenship on basis of religious identity. The Act excludes Muslims.
The NRC coupled with the CAA risks mass statelessness of
Muslims throughout the country. The OHCHR called the
amendment ‘fundamentally discriminatory’, as it adds a religious
criterion to citizenship.

D E M O C R A T I C  I N S T I T U T I O N S

C R I M I N A L I S I N G  P R O T E S T  A N D
E X T R A J U D I C I A L  R E P R I S A L S

In February 2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi described
people participating in various peaceful protests as “parasites.”  
96% of sedition cases after 2014 have been filed against citizens
criticizing the government and politicians. 
Several BJP-led states in India have demolished homes with
bulldozers without due process, reportedly as reprisal for
participation in anti-government protests.
In 2020, the Uttar Pradesh in violation of privacy rights put up
public billboards displaying names, photos, and residential
addresses of people who had participated in protests against the
CAA, a discriminatory law. It then passed the Recovery of
Damages to Public and Private Property Ordinance, which
enabled recovery for damages allegedly caused during protests
the accused participated in without proving they personally
contributed to the damages. 
The Bihar and Uttarakhand police in 2021 issued circulars
threatening individuals participating in protests with obstacles
to getting passports, government jobs, financial grants and bank
loans, and started monitoring social media for “objectionable”
comments against the State government.
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